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with the jndna-yoga of the older Upanishads, and the scheme of the four dsramas
was formulated in the Brahmanic schools later on to reconcile the two. The'
karma-yoga of the Bhagavadgiid was essentially a creation of Kshatriya orthodoxy
and was originally confined to that community. Says Vasudeva in the Bhagavad-
gitd, IV. 1-2, " This imperishable (karma) yoga I explained to Vivasvat; Vivasvat
communicated it to Manu; and Manu to Ikshvaku. Thus handed down in suc-
cession it was known to the royal sages (rajarsJiayafa). That yoga, 0 thou that
burn your enemies (with the heat of your prowess), that yoga is now lost owing
to the lapse of a long period of time." Vivasvat or the Sun-god, and Manu
called Vaivasvata or the son of Vivasvat are the mythical progenitors of the
ancient Kshatriya race of India, and Ikshvaku is one of the ancient Kshatriya
kings. When the doctrine of transmigration found general acceptance and the
Vedic sacrifices and penances were thought insufficient for procuring release from
the cycle of re-births, jndna-yoga with sanmydsa for reaching the goal arose among
the Brahmans, and the Iwrma-yoga taught in the Bhagavadglta arose among
the practical and worldly-minded Kshatriyas, Probably it was Vasudeva who
elaborated and propagated it. Under the name of Krishna-Devaldputra he finds
mention in the Ghhandogya-UpanisJiad (III. 17-6) as a distinguished pupil of. a
distinguished teacher, G-hora Angirasa. In such matters, we can expect no better
evidence than tradition and tradition points to such a conclusion.

III.

Our  last  document  throwing  light   on  another  phase  of  the  early  history New Mathura in-
of Vaishnavisn is a fragmentary'stone inscription of the time of the Mahakshar section of thejam
trapa Sodasa that relates to the great place (Maliastlidna) of Bhagavat Vasudeva I ,^ ie great safrap
evidently at Mathura.   It is incised on the side of a carved door jamb of red    '
sandstone (Plate XXV) now in the Mathura  Museum  of Archaeology  (8'  by 8" by        '*..'
I'   3").   The  inscription  probably  consisted of  twelve  lines,   of  which  the  first
5 lines containing the name of  the donor are defaced;  and each line consisted
of 9 to 11  aJcsharas  (letters) of which four to five aksharas are missing.   From
a close examination of the stone it appears to me that the epigraph was origi-
nally incised on a square pillar each side of which measured about 1' 4"   and
which was afterwards cut lengthwise through the inscribed side into two halves
and turned into carved door jambs (Plate XXVI).   For there is  no  other way  of
explaining the occurrence of this fragmentary inscription on that side of a door
jamb that is built up with the wall.   According to Eai Bahadur Pandit Radha
Krishna,  Honorary  Curator  of the  Mathura Museum  of Archaeology;  this  stone
was dug out of an old well in the Mathura (Muttra) Cantonments in 1913,    The
inscription is briefly noticed in the Annual Progress Report of the Superintendent,
Hindu and Buddhist Monuments, Northern Circle, for the year ending 31st March,
1917, p. 10.   I am now enabled to edit it through the kindness of Dr. D. B. Spooner;
Officiating Director-General of Archaeology in India, and Bai Bahadur Daya Bam
Sahni,  Officiating Superintendent of Hindu and Buddhist Monuments,  Northern

Circle.                                                       ,
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